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became very loose and is about to slide off, one may remove it completely
because it is no longer considered "attached” to the bottle).”

F) Tearing for food or Shabbos needs

Although tearing paper or plastic even in a destructive manner is
Rabbinically prohibited (see C/a above), doing so for the purpose of retrieving
food or physical needs (contained within) is permitted if one forgot to do so
before Shabbos. The Chazal (Sages) waived the Rabbinic ordinance in these
cases.

Accordingly, one may tear apart food packaging, wrapping around

bandages, napkins, medicines, clothing, or even toys provided that no letters or
designs will be tom (Mochaik),”” and that no vessel, container, spout efc. is
thereby created or formed (Boneh, Makeh B*patish).*

It is important to remember that tearing open a package or container of food
and the like is only permitted if the act is clearly destructive to the package or
container. However, tearing that results with any kind of useful item or
contrivance is considered "constructive” and is not permitted, even for food
purposes. This will often depend upon the type of packaging or container that is
to be opened, as shall be explained in the ensuing paragraphs.

a) The various Halachic questions involved with opening packaging

Before discussing individual cases, it is essential to have a basic
understanding of the various Melochos and other Halachic questions involved
with opening wrappings, packaging, and containers on Shabbos, (It should be
mentioned here that many of the cases discussed further below are dealt with in
greater detail in the relevant Melochos) ;

Following is a brief synopsis of each of the more common Halachic
problems:

I1: Koraya (Tearing)

Koraya is the tearing of almost any material, including cloth, plastic, paper,
cardboard, aluminum foil, and the like (see D, earlier). Opening packages made
of these materials can therefore involve the Melocho of Koraya.
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2: Mechataich (Measured cutting)

Mechataich entails cutting or tearing an object or material fo a measured size
or shape (see Mechataich). In some cases, tearing an opening in certain packages
or cartons along their perforated lines can involve Mechataich,

3: Mochaik (Erasing)

Erasing or obliterating a letter, symbol, or picture is Mochaik (see Mochaik).
Tearing letters or pictures when opening a wrapping or packaging can therefore
involve this Melochao.

4: Boneh (Building)

The Melocho of Boneh entails erecting or forming a structure of almost any
kind (see Boneh), According to some Poskim, a solid container is a Halachic
structure in the context of Boneh, Opening sturdy, sealed food containers (e.g.
cans, bottles, boxes, etc.) can therefore involve this Melocho.

5: Makeh B'patish (Final hammer blow)

Makeh B’patish entails creating or completing any functional iter (even if
the item cannot be classified as a type of Halachic struciurein the context of
Boneh, see #4 abave). For example, fashioning a hook out of a wire hanger, or
detaching pages of a new book that had not been fully cut at their comers are
examples of Makeh B'patish (see Makeh B'patish).

Since opening a sealed, sturdy container effectively converts it into a
functional vessel, this action can be considered an act of creation and completion,
hence, Makeh B’ patish.

6: Practical applications discussed in this segment
The following questions regarding the opening of packaging and containers

are discussed in the ensuing paragraphs:

« Wrappings
+ Envelopes
« Bags
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+ Matzah and cereal boxes

+ Tissue dispensers

= Bottle spouts

« Milk containers and cartons
Small juice containers
Metal cans

Twist-off bottle caps
Tearing toilet paper

Mote: As a general rule, families should see to open boxes and other
packages before Shabbos wherever pessible, due to the serious Shailos involved.

b) Wrappings
The Halacha regarding tearing of wrappings on Shabbos depends on the type
of wrapping, as will be explained below:

b-1) Thin wrapping

Paper or plastic wrapping around food or other items that are required for
food or physical needs on Shabbos present minimal Halachic problems with
regard to tearing and opening them on Shabbos. The wrapping material is
ordinarily thin and flimsy :md surmmarily discarded after opening. They may
therefore be ripped or opened,” ¢ provided that no letters or designs will be tom ™

¥ Examples:

It is permitted to tear candy wrappers, "Bandaid" wrappers,
plastic or paper seals around covers of jars and wine bot-
tles,”'small (e.g. resturant-size) packets of sugar, salt, coffee
ete.One may also peel off the foil or plastic freshness seal from
the opening of a jar of coffee, container of yogurt, tub of butter
or cottage cheese, etc.

b-2) Heavy wrapping

Even a thick or valuable wrapping may be torn open (in a distructive manner)
because virtually nothing usable emerges from the torn wrapping.

Order of Garrnenis [833)

Chapter TV;C/b-2, example #4). However, the mail itselfis probably Muktza and
may not be handled by the Jew even after it was opened (see Kosaiv, Chapter I1;
H/b). The non-Jew would therefore have to handle it for him.

) Bags oz
It must be emphasized that as a general rule, all containers, such as bags, |
cartons and cans, should be opened before Shabbos so as to avoid any Halachic |
compromises. However, in the event that this was not done, one may rely upon |
the lenient Halachic rulings and open these containers when necessary. Insuch |

situations, one may be required to adhere to certain conditions as shall be |
/

described in the ensuing paragraphs. 2|

¢-1) Bags made of thin, flimsy material

Bags of food (or necessities) that are made of very thin or flimsy disposable
material* may be opened in any manner (even non-destructive). Bags and
containers such as these are not subject to Koraya or Makeh B’patish when torn
or opened because they are nothing more than protective coverings, similar to
the shell of a peanut, or the peel of a fruit. Since the bags are not true vessels
(and merely become refuse), any manner of tearing them open is considered
"destructive”.*

Opening them in the ordinary manner (e.g. Mﬂmt the top fora
one-time use) is also not Makeh B’patish, Boneh, or any Melocho because the
very Himsy material (from which these bags arc made) is .
inadequate for fashioning a Halachically authentic vessel |
or container.”™ (See also Makeh B’Patish, Chapter I1I; B).

One may open a bag of potato chips, candy (even if the §
cellophane is stapled shut). One may also tear open a
sealed plastic bag containing mew stockings, plastic
cutlery, paper cups, bowls, etc. because all of these types of bags are too
flimsy to be reusable and are summarily discarded after use. One may
also tear open a flimsy straw bag containing food. However, a firm,
solidly constructed straw basket is considered a "vessel”, and may I(ll
be torn open (even if it is sealed and cannot be opened otherwise),™®

Tt should be noted that even though there is firm Halachic basis for permitting
thin, flimsy bags to be opened on Shabbos in an ordinary manner, they
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nevertheless should preferably be torn and destroyed in the process of opening
them™ (refer to d, e, further).

(Regarding the question of opening bags or packets of food on their
perforated lines, see Mechataich, E/b.)

c-2) Bags made of firm material

Opening boxes, thick plastic bags, and heavy paper or plastic wrappings that
are reusable in the ordinary manner is questionable, because these bags are
technically reusable and could be classified as "vessels", Opening the bag in an
ordinary, non-destructive manner could indeed be considered an act of
"fashioning" a vessel or container and may therefore involve the Melochos of
Boneh or Makeh B'patish® (See also Boneh, Chapter I:A/b, and Makeh
Bpatish, Chapter IIL;B).

» Examples:

Large, heavy-duty plastic bags (sealed at top) containing fruits eg.
apples, oranges, etc.; thick paper bags of sugar, potatoes (raw potatoes
are also Muktza)
Bags of this 1ypc may only be opened by tearing apart (i.e. destroying) the
bag in the process.*

d) Matzah boxes, tissue dispensers

Tissue boxes with perforated lines on the top or side (to facilitate opening
neatly and easily) may not be opened along these lines on Shabbos or Yom Tov
due to either Koraya, Makeh B'Patish, or both.”” The Melocho of Mechataich
{measured cutting) is probably also involved here because one has intentions for
a symmetrically shaped opening of a specific size.®*

Similarly, a sealed box of cookics, cereal, or matzah may not be opened by
tearing or detaching along the gummed lids of the box top. Melting the glue with
steam or warm water is similarly prohibited.® In time of need, one may open

these packagesfz destroying the box or carton and removing the contents.
i I TTE
— —
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» Example:
The box or carton should be torn open at the top) an ttom; the
matzah, cereal, cookies, or tissues may then be rem: Note: Care

must be taken not to tear through letters or pictures.

¢) Bottle spouts, milk containers, juice cartons
One may not cut or slice open the spout of a plastic bottle of il or soap

because this creates an opening, thus rendering the prevmusly sealed bottle into
a functional utensil (Makeh B'Patish and possibly Koraya).”" If necessary, the
plastic bottle of il or seap may be punctured at the bottom and the contents
allowed to drain out into another container.

1t should be mentioned here that there are some who refrain from using

undiluted liguid soaps on Shabhos and Yom Tov (see Memachaik,

C/b-3).

e-1) Milk and juice cartons

1: Opening the glued spout of milk cartons

Milk cartons with the glued tops that must be parted to form
a spout present a problem of Koraya.

Therefore, one may not open a carton of milk or juice by
parting the glued spout and opening it, because in doing so he
may be violating Koraya (detaching glued flaps) for a
constructive purpose (forming an opening) and Makeh §
B*Patish (creating a functional spout).”

Some Poskim, however, permit opening these milk cartons
on Shabbos, They maintain that the glued spout is merely
a temporary seal (meant only to prevent leakage during |
shipping and handling). A glued joint that is only of a
temporary nature may be undone on Shabbos.

The Melocho of Makeh B’ Patish is also not vielated accord-
ing to this view, because in the case ofthese cartons, nothing
new is being created or completed; opening the glued spout
does not constitute ereation of a Pesach (new opening), but
merely the ungluing of a closed, pre-existing opening. The
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carton is manufactured with the spout detached and subsequently glued
shut. The gluing does not effectively "nullify" the natural opening as
though it never existed. The milk carton is simply seen as a functional
container whose existing spout must be torn open, not recreated.”
However, one shonld preferably not rely upon this lenient ruling if
possible.”™

As stated, milk containers should be opened before Shabbos. If this was not
done, the bottom of the carton may be punctured (thus rendering it useless) and
the eontents allowed to drain out into another container. (This "destructive"
procedure is permitted according to all authorities.)™

2: Puncturing the opening of a small cardboard juice container

Based upon the rulings of some leading Poskim, one is Ul
permitted to puncture the top of a small juice container (popularly
known as a "juice box") by inserting the small straw provided by
the manufacturer. This is permitted because:

* The containers are disposable and are usually discarded
immediately after use (see also Makeh B’patish, Chapter III; B,
and Boneh, Chapter I1;A/b).

« Puncturing the box to insert a straw Is not dssivas Perach because there is
no need for a proper spout, but merely for a simple opening.”

= The puncture-hole in the cardboard exterior of the carton is factory made;
the interior foil lining that one punctures is thus comparable to a wrapper,™

Where possible, a "juice box" carton should be opened before Shabbos. If it
was not opened before Shabbos, one may open it on Shabbos if needed.

e-2) Plastic milk bottles

More recent packaging technology has introduced plastic
milk bottles that are widely used today.

The containers are designed with plastic caps that snap into
place on the top of the bottle. However, when manufactured,
the caps are sealed to the bottle with an attached skirt-like band
that is wound around the neck of the bottle. (This band is a
tamper-proof seal required by law in certain states.) To remove
the cap, the consumer must first tear off the band. This is done
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by grasping a small tab at the bottom of the "band" and
tearing off the entire appendage along a scored line.
Only the cap remains, which is then easily lifted and
removed when opening the bottle, and simply snapped
back in place when closing.

At least two possible shailos are involved when opening these containers:

1: Koraya: The plastic seal is being "torn" from the cap

2: Makeh B’patish: Detaching the seal effectively creates a functional cap
(that remains).” A

Because of the aforementioned shailos, these

bottles should not be opened in the regular manner on =
Shabbos, However, it should be mentioned that in most ﬂ
cases it is possible to open these milk bottles without =

removing the seal. This can be done rather simply, as follows:

The cap usually has a very slight protruding ledge or ridge arcund the top
which can be grasped by one’s nail. By grasping the top of the cap between the
thumb and fingernails of the index and middle fingers, one can, with little effort,
lift up the entire cap and seal. If no ridge is present on the cap, it can also be lifted
off with a nut cracker or even a pliers (which can be used on Shabbos for this
purpose if a non-Muktza utensil is not suitable - see SECTION ONE, Chapter
NL;E/a).

Once removed, the cap can be replaced afterwards and used repeatedly in
this fashion.

f) Metal cans

It is not Koraya to open metal cans, whether they
are soda cans designed with tear-off tabs or tuna fish T
cans that are cut open with a can opener. Metal is not &,
subject to Koraya because it is a hard non-pliant |52
material, and as explained earlier (D/b), Koraya does  ba
not apply to such materials.”

However, opening these cans does present other serious shailos, particularly
the Melochos of Boneh and Makeh B'patish, because the cans (being made of
firm material) are technically reusable. Some Poskim forbid opening cans for
these reasons.”
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Even so, there is some Halachic basis for permitting opening
the cans. One reason; the containers are designed to be disposable
and are in fact usually discarded immediately after being used.
Indeed, some Poskim have issued a lenient ruling on this basis.
(Pulling open the tabs on soda cans is also permitted according to
this view)."

— However, since as mentioned earlier, many Poskim rule that
it is forbidden to open cans on Shabbos; one should comply with
the stringent ruling and open all cans before Shabbos.* Where this was not done,
there are permissible methods of opening them. These as well as other Halachos
relating to cans are discussed in the Melocho of Makeh B’patish (see Makeh
B’patish, Chapter [II;B, and Boneh, Chapter I1;A/b).

Mote: One who abides by the ruling of Poskim who prohibit opening
cans, boxes, or bottles on Shabbos may benefit from them when they
were opened by another Jew who relies on the lenient ruling of other

Poskim who permit opening these contai This applies even if the
containers were opened on his behalf.* However, one may not specifi-

X cally ask him to open the container for him®(re- =
fer to SECTION ONE, Chapter V;D. £ @

f-1) Opening twist-off bottle caps

As with metal cans discussed above, the question : ‘{{
of opening twist-off bottle caps is essentially unrelated to Koraya (since metal
and hard plastic are not subject to Koraya, There are, however, serious Halachic
Shailos with regards to opening these caps on Shabbos,

1: Bottles with twist-off caps should be opened before Shabbos

According to many Poskim, it is forbidden to open a metal twist-off cap on
Shabbos (unless it is destroyed or discarded, see Makeh B'patish, Chapter I11;B)
because this action effectively creates a functional vessel i.e. the cap becomes
functional. As explained, creating or completing a functional item is the Melocho
of Boneh or Makeh B*patish. The bottle caps should therefore be opened before
Shabbos.

When opening the cap before Shabbos, one should make certain that the cap
is fully detached from the ring. One may not disconnect the cap on Shabbos (with
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the intention of reusing it) even if it is only partially attached to the ring, because
even this action is an effective completion of a new vessel ie. the cap.

2: If one forgot to open the bottles before Shabbos

If one forgot to open the bottles before Shabbos, two perm issible options are
available: :

+ 1) To puncture the cap before opening
« 2) Todiseard the cap immediately after opening

Option #1 - Puncturing the bottle cap: One may take any
pointed instrument (g.g. knife, corkscrew, etc.) and puncture
the cap. Once punctured, the cap is effectively ruined (since it
can no longer seal the bottle’s contents). Since twisting open
aruined cap does not create any functional item, the problem of Makeh B’patish
is solved. However, one must be careful not to obliterate any letters or pictures
on the cap while puncturing it.

Option #2 - Discarding the cap: One is pemitted to open the cap in the normal \
way, ifhe discards it immediately afterwards, Twisting off the cap in this manner
does not entail Makeh B’ patish because the cap will not be designated for any
functional use.*(This option is applicable with small bottles whose entire
contents will be used right away. It is also useful when opening large bottles, if
one already has another cap from a different empty bottle. In that case, he may
simply replace the one that will be discarded with the cap of the other empty
bottle.)

Note: Option # 1 is somewhat preferable Halachically to option #

2_8-111

f-2) Plastic twist-off bottle caps

The plastic twist-off caps that are now in common use are, accor ding to some
Poskim, permitted to open on Shabbos because the cap is complete and functional
even before it has been sealed onto the bottle. The cap is designed with a small
rim at the bottom of its attached ring, which allows it to fit onto the bottle and
create  seal at the time of bottling, while preventing it from being unscrewed
without breaking the ring, A battle cap of this design is considered a complete,
functional vessel even before the ring is broken off. Therefore, opening this type
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of cap does not constitute the creation of a new vessel (see Makeh B’patish,
Chapter I11;B/a. Also refer to source #96¢ of Makeh B ‘patish)

g) Opening packaging in a destructive manner

In general, one may retrieve the food or drink from their packaging by
destroying the box or carton that they come in (see also b above).

When destroying the container, no Melochos are violated, as shall be’
explained with the following:

1: Koraya is avoided; destructive tearing for a food or Shabbos necessity is
permitted in these instances.”

2: Makeh B'Paiish {or Boneh) is avoided: Makeh B*Patish (or Boneh) entails
constructing, creating (or completing) an item. When the sealed container (box,
carton etc.) is opened in a destructive fashion, it is thus destroyed and rendered
useless (1.c. the reverse of Boneh).™

Despite the option of these "destructive” methods, any cartons, boxes,
wrappers, bags, or other food packages should preferably be opened before
Shabbos.”

h) Toilet paper; tearing it on Shabbos

One is not permitted to tear sheets of toilet paper from a roll on Shabbos or
Yom Tov, whether the tearing is done along the perforated line or in between,
As explained earlier (refer to b), only destructive tearing is permitted for food
and bodily needs. Tearing a sheet of toilet paper from the roll is a "constructive”
act of Koraya because a usable sheet is thereby produced.”

Toilet paper should be cut before Shabbos or separated tissues should be
used. (Tissues that are connected may not be detached).”

h-1) If toilet paper was not cut

In the event that regular tissues are not available, and toilet paper was not
previously cut, one may hint to a non-Jew that the toilet paper cannot be used
unless cut. If hinting is not effective, the non-Jew may be instructed directly. The
non-Jew is then allowed to cut what one anticipates will be needed for the
duration of Shabbos or Yom Tov,” One should not specifically request that the
paper be cut along the perforated lines, as this would be equivalent to requesting
the performance of an additional (and non-essential) Melocho, the Melocho of
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